








Publishing
To publish on a regular basis material for the design field 
with accessible information on gender equality issues and 
sustain an accessible website on the matter. To reinforce 
gender awareness in design processes, it is important to 
have accessible knowledge in the field.

Also to encourage a web based discussion on the issue 
and ongoing collection of material.

D

Design education

Workshops

Seminars

Competitions

Promotion of 
gender 
awareness 
within design, so 
that the gender 
aspect will be 
an integral part 
in design 
innovation 
processes

C

Media promotion

Website

Publish material 
for the design 
field with 
accessible 
information 
about gender 
issues

An ad for Komatsu trucks. Slogan: Seek Experties when the view is of high importance. 
One of endless examples of scantely clad women are used to sell almost anything. 

Gender awareness within design
It is important to create projects that promote gender 
awareness in the design-field, so that the gender aspect 
will become a natural, integral part in all design innovation 
processes. Also to present to the design community clear 
and accessible material on gender issues and research. To 
pinpoint and explain possibilities for change and what 
gender awareness deals with, it is important to assemble 
both a pool of examples where gender awareness is lacking 
and best practice examples.

A clear problem definition is one of the fundamental el-
ements in good design. If there exists good availability of 
material about gender in society and the challenges that 
need to be addressed, designers will seek for solutions with 
gender equality in mind. Such projects could be within all 
the different fields of design from industrial design to the 
use of graphic communication. At this preliminary stage 
these projects can not be defined as yet, but ideas are afloat 
for many issues that have to be addressed.  
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DELIVERABLES

PARTICIPANTS

A clear method for socially responsive design research, relevant to gender and •	
diversity.
Teaching material for higher design and gender education.•	
A simple and clear promotion material for dissemination in the public realm •	
for use by various governmental and private institutions.
A web based data-base open to all about the project and results.•	
Activities that promote the agenda of gender and diversity within the field of •	
design and architecture.
Exhibitions.•	
Visual catalogues for partner institutions and other public locations.•	
Conference papers on method and project boundaries and results.•	
Book(s).•	
Policy documents for use by official institutions.•	
Dissemination to experts within the field of design, gender and diversity stud-•	
ies and any other relevant fields.

List of initial participants

Sóley Stefánsdóttir, course adviser and teacher in visual communication Escola  •	
Nacional de Artes Visuais, Maputo, Mozambique.
Halldór Gíslason, dean, Faculty of Design, Oslo National Academy of the Arts.•	
Sarah Knutslien, industrial designer, leader of design group, and Design Without  •	
Borders, Norsk Form.
Irma Erlingsdóttir, director of RIKK, Centre for Gender Research, University of Iceland.•	
Jóhannes Þórðarson, dean, Faculty of Design and Architecture, Iceland Academy  •	
of the Arts.

List of expert advisers

Maziar Raein, course leader MA, Faculty of Design, Oslo National Academy  •	
of the Arts.
John Wood, professor, Design Futures, Goldsmith College of Art and Design, London.•	
Lorraine Farrelly, associate head, School of Architecture, University of Portsmouth.•	
Anna Dís G Rúdólfsdóttir, senior lecturer, School of Humanities, Languages and  •	
Social Sciences, University of the West of England.
Katja Grillner, Director of Research and PhD-studies, KTH School of Architecture, •	
Stockholm.
Lilia del Rio, Programme Director, MA Urban Studies, Estonian Academy of the Arts, •	
Tallin.
Mireille Calle-Gruber, professor at the Sorbonne University and director of the  •	
research center for diversity studies.



RESEARCH TIMEFRAME

Project definition•	

Partner dialogues •	

Project design and creation•	

Presentation material; •	
project descripiton brochure, 
website for introduction 
(www.digequality.com)

Online dialog and material •	
collection started through 
social network sites, design 
press and blogs 

Application development and •	
execution

Plan of activities•	

Establish a content management •	
system web for research material 
and findings, administration and 
cooperation of project partners, 
designers and researchers 

Startup workshops with experts in •	
the relevant fields

Definition of project boundaries•	

Definition of partner responsibilities•	

Definition of method and deliverables•	

Funding and detailed pogress plan•	

Research action plan•	

Actual research work of phase one •	
starts

Short pilot projects•	

Itermediary dissemination in partner •	
institutions

Execution of Phase 1, collection •	
of examples, mapping of other 
design projects, development of 
project theory

Conference papers and •	
presentations

Master student projects within •	
the project

Lectures and teaching material•	

Intermediate workshops in •	
Norway and Iceland and possibly 
other countries

Small local seminars in respective •	
fields of gender studies and 
design

Interactive seminars with other •	
research projects that have 
similar or other agenda for social 
responsivity

Web based interactivity•	

2010 • Research activities2008 • START-UP
2009 • practical preparation,  
research and pilot projects

A

Products

Fashion

Service

City planning

Architecture

Collect 
examples 
where design 
innovation 
projects have 
created steps 
towards 
gender equality

B

Design Against Crime

Design Without Borders

Dott 07

RED

Inclusive design

Map and 
analyse various 
long-term active 
projects where 
design is used 
strategically for 
social purposes

C

Design thinking

Gender studies

Develop a 
theory for the 
project from 
the combined 
perspectives 
of gender 
studies and 
design theory 

D

Academics

Business

Politicians

Designers

NGOs

Introduce 
research results 
to a selected 
audience of 
people and hold 
brainstorming 
sessions



Presentation of results both in the form •	
of report to relevant fields, policy makers 
and instutes that will use the research 
results

Presentation in a visual experience based •	
form such as exhibitions or events along 
with promotion material

Design of dissemination material in •	
a form of an accessible website and 
publication

Establishment of educational courses in •	
partner institutions

Production of teaching material for •	
design and gender studies institutions

Conference paper presentations•	

Establishment of a long term platform •	
where design methods are applied to 
address equality and diversity challenges

Public activities that promote the gender •	
and diversity angle within the fields of 
design and architecture.

Implementation in partner institutions •	
and further institutions

Promotion of results in various scenarios•	

Exhibition in other institutions•	

Initiation of further work in the fields, •	
potential PhD further work

Book publication•	

2011 • results, Dissemination 2012 - Implementation

A

Safety

City planning

Gaming design

Men and domestic work

Sexual health

Sexual violence

Trafficking

Design 
innovation 
methods and 
solutions applied 
to address 
gender equality 
challenges 
directly in 
collaboration 
with specialists

D

Design education

Workshops

Seminars

Competitions

Promotion of 
gender 
awareness 
within design, so 
that the gender 
aspect will be 
an integral part 
in design 
innovation 
processes

C

Media promotion

Website

Publish material 
for the design 
field with 
accessible 
information 
about gender 
issues

B

Conferences

Lectures

Network

Address the high 
gender 
imbalance in the 
design world by 
collecting and 
presenting 
information 
about women 
in design 
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